NATIONAL CANNERS ASSOCIATION 


@ Information Letter ® 


FOR N. C. A. MEMBERS 


No. 239 Washington, D. C. December 17, 1927 
CONTENTS 
Page Page 
Hotel reservations for convention .... 809 Sagdine fisheries in Europe .......... e164 
Why some critics criticize .......... 809) West Coast of vege- 
McCall's Magazine publishes excellent ene 14 
articles on canned foods .......... #10 «New Alaskan fisheries regulations is- 
Bill proposes repeal of flexible tariff nc cen 
paty raised on cherries ............ “Sell more and better groceries" .... 815 
Revised estimate on cherry pees | in Italy ae Chicago census of distribution ...... 815 
Quarantine continued on Spanish grapes Ruling on use of “laboratories” in ad- 
German duty on prunes reduced .... 811 Comparative uy of evaporated and 
Freight rate complaints and orders .. S11 pasteurized 
Canned foods for the Army .......... trade 816 
Customs a on duty on ripe olives ae A pas hes French sauerkraut 


Hotel Reservations for Convention 


Attention of members is called to the fact that all regular 
hotel reservations for the Convention in Chicago next month 
date from Monday, January 23. Therefore, members planning 
to arrive in Chicago before that date should be sure to notify the 
hotel where reservations have been made so that they may be 
sure to obtain accommodations upon arrival. 


Why Some Critics Criticize 


Remembering how good things tasted when one was young 
—and had an appetite constantly asking to be appeased—is 
probably the reason that writers sometimes criticize the foods 
they have today. In a recent issue of a daily paper there appear- 
ed the following item: 

“Home cooking, after experience, continues to be best. A 
week of restaurant eating demonstrates that. Pity the young 
man whose young wife feeds him out of cans. He is headed for 
ill health and melancholia.” 

A letter was written to the editor of the paper calling at- 
tention to this item and the fact that it did an injustice to the 
men who are engaged in the production and distribution of 
canned foods. In response to this letter the editor of the paper 
wrote: 

“I am glad to have your letter and shall print it as a Letter 
to the Editor, in order to state your position accurately to our 
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readers. I assure you that we had no intention of saying any- 
thing to harm the canned food industry. The column in which 
the quotation appeared is written by an old-fashioned editor who 
finds no culinary delights nowadays to compare with those that 
came out of his own kitchen when he was a boy.” 


McCall’s Magazines Publishes Excellent Articles on Canned 
Foods 


Two excellent articles on canned foods appear in the Janu- 
ary number of McCall's Magazine. Ruetta Day Blinks, Assistant 
Professor in the Foods and Nutrition Department of Iowa State 
College, and Thirza Hull contribute an article dealing especially 
with the sizes of cans used for vegetables and the methods of 
grading vegetables. The article is entitled, “Meet the Vegetable 
Can” and a sub-heading enjoins the canned foods consumers to 
“Buy Them to Measure and Save Not Only Left Overs, but 
Pennies Too.” 

The second article is contributed by E. V. McCollum and 
Nina Simmonds of the School of Hygiene and Public Health of 
Johns Hopkins University, and this article answers definitely 
_ the question, “Are canned foods safe?” The heading of the story 
states that, “From America’s greatest Health Authorities comes 
the statement: ‘You Can Safely Eat Canned Foods.’ ” 


Bill Proposes Repeal of Flexible Tariff 


Repeal of Section 315 of the Tariff Act of 1922 (the flexible 
clause of the tariff) is provided for in a bill (H. R. 6667) in- 
troduced in the House by Representative Hull of Tennessee. 


Duty Raised on Cherries 


President Coolidge on December 3 issued a proclamation 
increasing the import duty on cherries, sulphured or in brine, 
stemmed or pitted, from two cents per pound to three cents per 
pound, the maximum amount allowed under the flexible provi- 
sions of the tariff. 


Revised Estimate on Cherry Pack in Italy 


Supplementing the estimate of the Italian pack of cherries 
in brine noted in the Information Letter for November 12, the 
U. 8. Trade Commissioner at Rome reports that information 
from the headquarters of the association of food packers at 
Rome indicates that the pack for 1927 is expected to total only 
about 3,300 short tons. The earlier estimate referred to put 
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the pack at about 4,400 tons. The low pack this year is ascribed 
to stocks carried over from 1926, which are now reported to 
have been cleared. The stock of the 1927 pack now on hand 
is estimated at 900 to 1,100 tons. 


Quarantine Continued on Spanish Grapes and Oranges 


The quarantine measures against the importation of Span- 
ish grapes and oranges into the United States will be continued, 
according to an announcement of the State Department, which 
has made public the findings of a representative of the U. 8. De- 
partment of Agriculture who last summer investigated the ex- 
tent of the infestation of the fruit growing areas in Spain by 
the Mediterranean fruit fly. This investigation also included to- 
matoes, regarding which the Department of Agriculture makes 
the following statement: 


“The entry of tomatoes from the Canary Islands or from 
Spain will be authorized under permit, on application of im- 
porters, with such provision for inspection at point of entry as 
is given to all fruits and vegetables entering the United States. 
It should be made clear, however, that such authorization must 
be conditioned on the continued freedom of such tomatoes from 


injurious insects, including fruit and melon flys.” 


German Duty on Prunes Reduced 


The German Reichstag has ratified the most-favored-nation 
commercial treaty with Jugoslavia with the proposal that the 
treaty should become effective December 20. Under the original 
terms of the treaty it was to become effective 20 days from the 
exchange of ratifications by the two countries. 

In addition to reciprocal assurance of most-favored-nation 
treatment, the treaty provides for reductions in the German 
duties on Jugoslav prunes, corn for fodder purposes only, and 
beans. It is understood from unofficial sources that this treaty 
has already been ratified by Jugoslavia. 

The lower rates will apply to articles from the United 
States as well as from Jugoslavia because the United States has 
a most-favored-nation clause in its commercial treaty with Ger- 
many. 

Freight Rate Complaints and Orders 


The effective date of the Interstate Commerce Commission's 
order establishing lower rates on deciduous fruits from the 
Pacific Coast to the East has again been postponed, the effective 
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date now being set at February 10. As announced in last week's 
Information Letter, the railroads affected by this order have 
taken the matter into the courts on the ground that the Commis- 
sion’s interpretation of the Hoch-Smith resolution results in 
confiscation. 


A complaint (Docket 20359) has been filed with the Inter- 
state Commerce Commission asking for the establishment of 
reasonable rates on canned apples from Rochester, N. Y., to 
Bluefield, W. Va. The complaint is filed in connection with a 
claim for reparation on a shipment. 


Rates on tin cans, in carloads, from Nashville, Tenn., to 
destinations in Oklahoma have been found unreasonable, but not 
unduly prejudicial, in a decision by the Interstate Commerce 
Commission, which has ordered the establishment of rates in 
conformance with the Commission's order in the Consolidated 
Southwestern Cases. 


The Interstate Commerce Commission has found the rates 
on canned fruits and vegetables, in carloads, from points in 
northwestern Arkansas to points in Alabama, Florida, Georgia, 
Mississippi, Louisiana east of the Mississippi River, and Tennes- 
see, unreasonable but not unduly prejudicial, and has ordered 
the carriers to establish by April 3, 1928, rates that do not ex- 
ceed the Column No. 35 basis of rates prescribed in the Con- 
solidated Southwestern Cases. Except to a relatively few desti- 
nations, namely in Mississippi, where joint rates are now main- 
tained, the rates there prescribed are lower than the present 
rates, and in numerous instances are substantially lower. 


Canned Foods for the Army 


A story appeared in a Mid-West newspaper the first part 
of the month under the heading, “Canned Food Stricken Off 
Soldier’s Diet by an Increased Budget,” the article stating that 
because of a 44 per cent increase in the allowance for rations 
fresh fish, vegetables, fruit, milk, etc., were being substituted 
for canned foods. The matter was taken up with the Quarter- 
master General in Washington, who has written the Associa- 
tion that the heading of the article is incorrect and misleading 
and who explains the situation as follows: 

By Executive Order of the President, effective July 1, 1927, the kinds 
and quantities of the component articles of the soldier’s ration were fixed, 
and increased the previous ration appreciably by enlarging the quantities 
allowed in certain components and also added certain components to the 


ration. The cost of the ration was thereby increased from 40.74 cents to 
50 cents. 
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Each month the actual current money value of the ration is computed 
at each post, camp or station, and the credit of each organization fixed. 
From this total credit, the purchases made by each organization from the 
Quartermaster are deducted and the resulting difference, if any, is known 
as the organization’s “savings” on the ration allowance and is paid to the 
organization in cash. These “savings” may be utilized by the organization 
in purchasing articles of food other than components of the ration and 
such kinds and quantities of such food as they may see fit but, of course, 
within the limits of the savings. 

The components of the prescribed ration still include canned foods 
such as tomatoes and milk, and no canned goods were stricken from such 
components. 

In addition to the stocks of component articles of the ration the quar- 
termaster at each post, camp or station carries a stock of sales articles, 
listed and prescribed by the War Department, for sale to organizations. 
This list of sales articles has been recently enlarged by adding the fol- 
lowing items: Fresh beef, fresh chicken, canned deviled crabs, fresh eggs, 
fresh fowl, gingerale, fresh grapefruit, grape juice, fresh beef hearts, 
canned hominy, fresh kidneys, fresh lamb, fresh lemons, fresh liver, fresh 
milk, fresh mutton, noodles, fresh oranges, peanut butter, fresh pork, 
chili sauce, fresh sausage, fresh veal and other fresh meats. These ar- 
ticles are now purchasable from the Quartermaster instead of by the 
organizations themselves in the open market, as heretofore. This action 
is apparently the basis for the newspaper item quoted in your letter. 

As you will observe, no canned foods have been removed from the 
sales list but, as a matter of fact, certain canned goods have been added 
to such sales list. There are certain articles of foods not included in 
either the components of the ration nor in the list of sales articles, such 
as fresh fish, fresh vegetables, etc., and these may be purchased, as here- 
tofore, by organizations and in the open market from the ration savings, 
there being no change in the policy as to this prerogative of the organiza- 
tions which has obtained for a considerable number of years. 

The Information Letter for October 8th called attention to 
the Executive Order referred to above and noted that the sale of 
additional canned foods had been authorized at the various army 


posts. 
Customs Decision on Duty on Ripe Olives 


The Assistant Attorney General in charge of customs mat- 
ters in New York reports that the United States Customs 
Court, in a case involving an importation of ripe olives, held 
that, although these olives were in barrels with a small quantity 
of brine at the bottom of each barrel, under a decision by the 
Secretary of the Treasury requiring classification of such olives 
for duty at four cents per pound as dried ripe olives, this deci- 
sion should apply to the present importation, as the olives were 
not in brine because not completely immersed, and that they 


814 INFORMATION LETTER 


fell within the provision of the tariff law covering fruits, pre- 
served and prepared. 


Car Loadings 
Loadings of revenue freight for the week ended December 
3 totaled 915,408 cars, an increase of 74,605 cars above the pre- 
ceding week this year, when loadings were reduced somewhat 
due to the observance of Thanksgiving Day, but a decrease of 
135,811 cars under the same week last year and 105,431 cars 
below the same week in 1925. 


Sardine Fisheries in Europe 


The catch of brisling in the Norwegian fisheries was larger 
this year than last, according to the American consul at Stavan- 
ger. The small herring was a complete failure, and the pack- 
ers received only about one-tenth of last year’s supply. The 
prices of Norwegian canned sardines are steady and it is re- 
ported that approximately 60 per cent of the total pack this 
season has already been exported. 

Sardines were plentiful in the Portuguese fisheries during 
October, but the prices of canned sardines has risen. This is 
attributed to the increased demand from European countries. 
The American consul general at Lisbon reports that the de- 
mand from the United States has also shown improvement. 


Mexican West Coast Shipment of Vegetables 


Shipments of vegetables from the Mexican West Coast to 
the United States in November consisted of about 32 carloads 
of tomatoes and one carload of peas and peppers. A few car- 
loads of the tomatoes were consigned direct to Minneapolis and 
Chicago, and the peas were consigned direct to the latter city. 
The American consul at Nogales reports the outlook for the sea- 
son is favorable. The area in tomatoes is smaller, but it is ex- 
pected that the crop will be larger. 


New Alaskan Fisheries Regulations Issued 


New Alaskan fisheries regulations effective January 1, 
1928, were announced on December 13 by the Bureau of Fish- 
eries, the outstanding feature of which is the adoption of mea- 
sures to substantially reduce the operation of fish traps, par- 
ticularly in southeastern Alaska. The effect of the regulations 
will be to eliminate about 160 of the traps operated in this dis- 
trict in 1927. The use of traps in the Prince Williams Sound 
area is also restricted. 


‘| 


INFORMATION LETTER 815 


“Sell More and Better Groceries” 

“There is unfortunately a passive acceptance of the fact 
that poor food will keep soul and body together,” says George 
B. Plant in an article in Industrial Retail Stores for December. 
“In the South Sea Islands the natives eat rice three times a day, 
varying their diet occasionally with fish and wild fruits. In 
the coal mining communities very often a family lives almost 
altogether on bread and meat. The trade of the mining or other 
store can be measurably improved by teaching the customers 
the value of other items of food. Canned sauerkraut is one of 
the most beneficial of foods; canned fish is another. Yet com- 
paratively little kraut is sold and the sales of fish have in the 
past been limited to sardines and salmon. Nevertheless, the 
store manager keeps on his shelves these and other foods, which 
stay there month after month, being accepted as ‘slow sellers.’ 

“When are the industrial store executives going to put the 
same sales efforts into the sale of quality foods that they do into 
the sale of read-to-wear and toilet goods? The year 1928 will be 
a good time to begin.” 

Chicago Census of Distribution 
Results of the census of distribution of Chicago have been 


issued by the U. S. Census Bureau. As might be expected the 
largest annual sales were made by the wholesale live stock es- 
tablishments. Next to the live stock establishments, the largest 
sales were those of the 8,841 wholesale and retail grocery and 
es establishments, which amounted to over $513,000,- 


Ruling on Use of “Laboratories” in Advertising 
Use in advertising of the word “laboratories” by a firm 
which neither owns, controls nor operates a laboratory has been 
disapproved by the Federal Trade Commission, which recently 
issued an order against a firm carrying advertising of this char- 
acter. 


Comparative Study of Evaporated and Pasteurized Milk 


The results of an experiment in which comparison was made 
of evaporated and pasteurized milk as a source of calcium, phos- 
phorus and nitrogen are published in the October issue of the 
Journal of Biological Chemistry. The experiment was conducted 
at the Nutrition Laboratory of the Department of Home Econ- 
omics of the University of Chicago under a grant from the 
Evaporated Milk .Association, and the authors of the report, 
Miss Alice Willard and Miss Katharine Blunt, make the follow- 
ing summary of the results: 
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A study was made of the comparative influence of evapo- 
rated and commercially pasteurized milk on the calcium, phos- 
phorus, and nitrogen metabolism of four children, 3, 4, 8 and 12 
years old, and of three adults. 

All the balances for the children were positive and ranged 
for calcium from 0.11 to 0.64 gm. per day; for phosphorus from 
0.11 to 0.33; for nitrogen from 1.18 to 2.21. 

For the children, the diet with evaporated milk resulted in a 
higher phosphorus retention of all four cases and a higher nitro- 
gen and calcium retention in three of the four. 

For the adults, only the calcium balances are considered 
significant. Half of these are in favor of evaporated and half 
in favor of pasteurized milk. 

The evaporated milk, therefore, appeared to be a satisfac- 
tory source of calcium, phosphorus, and nitrogen, slightly super- 
ior to the pasteurized milk. 


Retail Trade in November 

Sales in November of 541 department stores reporting to 
the Federal Reserve System were 1 per cent larger than in No- 
vember of last year. Sales of two mail-order houses and of eight 
five and ten cent chain stores were 7 and 8 per cent larger, re- 
spectively. Reports from department stores by Federal reserve 
districts show that sales were larger than last year in six dis- 
tricts—the largest increases being in the New York, Chicago 
and San Francisco districts. In the otner six districts sales 
were smaller, and the largest declines were in the Philadelphia, 
Richmond and Atlanta districts. 


A Suggestion From French Sauerkraut Label 


The following excerpt is taken from a letter recently re- 
ceived by the Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce from 
a recipient in this country of a can of sauerkraut made in France. 
The Bureau in quoting the excerpt in its weekly news letter to 
the food trades states that it may be of interest. 

“The sticker attached to the can was worth the whole price. 
It was to the effect to place the can in hot water for fifty minutes 
before opening that the contents might be thoroughly heated 
and ready to serve with sausages or in any other manner that 
might be desired. The heating in the closed can prevented any 
odor in the house and that meets the criticism so often made 
against serving it in the home. I to not recall seeing that re- 
commendation on our domestic packing of kraut but it is well 
worth adopting.” 
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